
What is melanoma?
Melanoma is a type of skin cancer that forms in the cells that make 
melanin. It starts on the normal skin surface and looks like a mole. 
It is important to diagnose melanoma early. It could save your life.
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Where you were born – fair skinned people born in a hot country  
have a higher risk than people who went to live in a hot country!
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If you draw a line through 
a melanoma, the two sides 
will not match.

The border of an early 
melanoma tends to be 
uneven. The edge may  
be scalloped or notched.

A mole with a number  
of different shades  
of brown, black or tan  
is a warning sign. 

Melanomas are usually 
larger in size than the 
rubber at the top of a 
pencil (¼ inch or 6mm).

Any change in shape, 
colour, size, elevation 
or any other trait like 
bleeding, itching or 
crusting is a warning sign.
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